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A High-Energy ‘Home’

By JOHN HENKEN
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os Angeles itself is almost a char-
acter in “A Place to Call Home,”

the city acknowledged in details
amall and large, carefully calculated and
serendipitous, from a sardonic spray-
painted allusion o the prolific tagger
Chaka to a patrolling helicopter that
regularly buzzed the Ford Amphitheatne
Friday.
But paradoxically, the mew music Lhe-
ater piece from composer-librettist Ed-
ward Barnes and Music Center Opera

waorks most effectively where it is least
gpercific, evoking the struggle for social
integration of a culturally alicnated Ev-
Bryman.

Make that Everykid. “A Place o Call
Home"” was originally created as an
educational and outreach project for
interactive performance in local high
arhools, and presented there last spring.
Though expanded from 40 minutes (o an
hour for ils first public performances,
outdoors in Cahuenga Pass, the piece
remaing largely for and of adoleseents,

Barnes' subject i3 teen immigrants,
entering LA, alone. Working from local
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interviews, he put MgELhur a scenario of
linked vignettes moving from terrified
arrival through cultural clazh to take-
charge affirmation.

There is nothing particularly subtle
about the libretto, and its upbeat, justifi-
cation-by-success finale—"Home isn't
where you're feom but where you've
made it to"—comes from nowhere dra-
matically and sounds hollow sociologi-
cally.

But it does provide a capable engineg
for a “Fame™ kind of show, powered by a
lean, high-energy produclion.
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