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m Education: The LA, Music Center
Oxpera created *A Muskrat Lullaby
sroject for arca grade schools.,
Students and teachers are singing its

pralses
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Jllaby,” on Lheir oboal

s opera. A Muskra
slage. sharing Lthe §petlEghs with prolssnional
Cingers

AL & mecent deees rehearsal 2l Grand View
Boulevard School in Mar children

whi play alligators and mictkrale, e
Uhi s0one and blocking—Lhelr moviments on
§LEge—En preparation for thad afternoon's
performance. Location director Paul Kang
ardersd the gatars o sty low Eo the ground and
ack less pohile and more “sadrly
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ason Clouse, & fowmh. graged, wais for his
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Odi K fssse i and 3 ]
the Wild Things Are 8L Yaar

Mz llaby" project
what opera was. And i thes
bouwl opera, Leacker Brenda
a8 LRAEIL w38 WG Of HNng
= gb] these nofes, and voudon't
know whad they're saying.  Rachards recalled
beer fpuarth Braders maving

"Even or adults.” sdded director RIRE. the
slereclype i thet opens b “a bunch of fat ladies
o0 SLAge SnEng. " The opeta company™s schonl
Plesse s2e OPERA, J10

Bua befare the

Upera singer Hichand Bemmsiein, 18 villanous Boss A ligator, rehearses with the students.




Cantlnued fram J1
program, ke saad, aamg o leawve
chabdren with “thewr (il memory
ff opera [as] semething they par-
LECIERELE] B
Wik the [LA Musc Center
Liperd Leam, & SChosh proddecleon B
a casudl wndertaking. They
comndicl workshaops in which Lne
ehaldren sing muosical scales, leatn
crealive dramatica and AcQuIre a
basic music voecabulary. Such peo-
ple as Llewellvn Crain, manager of
ke apera’s education and commu-
wy programs, and opera decenls
explaen opera and teach hines and
ves. Composer and libretlist Ed-
wird Barneéz and percudsionist
hy FulZgerald ead rehearsals
and Liclk aboul Lheir jobs.
Iy was peeily hard Lo learn o
irpathe in the firgl lefson,” sakd
miugkral Hailey Singh—that i, in-
kaln theouph 1he note, cxhale from
Lhe mdulh
she and sdhér Blodenls said Lhey
had bBien [EhaEcd DY ROME Closss
mates aboul beang in Lhe opera and
wenrng ha ke animal masks
I'mew ithink 0= for wimps, they
 il's durnls, Ueecmuge ol re
g, Hailkey said
Bt ogeéra has c3akEht an. 1ech-
g 3l AL recess. | students widl)
gne, "Waill vou throw the Ball o
neE?" " Fichards gaid
Eight of the children play in a
i FAmEenLs
they bualt themselves under Fite-
geraid’s gurdance, Amang Lhe n
struments are a drum made of
hres pluminam can8 NANEWNE 1T
sile & BOE, @ "Tpper Puitar  made
wl a dowel and 3 metal sprng
sirune betwieen o garbage can and
a calfee can, and glass canming jars
fulled] will wWaler mnd ;Iji:rl?l'.l with
g 1S Wl oW Crascrs
They are "jnk INAIrUMEns -
carilly mmade. eanly repae el Figz
grrald said. They were all bl i
léda LRan din Boiie
Plaving [Rem, Riwever, 100K
B praciid, e FOUMEARCrs Jaal
“Woap have  keep track, ook at
the teacher, [and Know| your in
girament.” sad aluminem can
drumeer Jason Clowse, B

precussion  band

] n sdditkon ta the unusanl inagr-
ments. “Mueskrat Luiaby” has
clements of Charkeston. salza,
rck ‘w rodl and rap “The siyle i
accossiple and enlertaing.”
aupd Cratn. "more ke Ssndheim
than hke Meceam ™
"We wanted Xids o fesl 1 was
redl hip, real ool #he said
Mo matter thad the children don't
exaclly achbeve bel conte. "We
don't eare how good they sound.”
Crain sand. T Most ifportanL L us s
thal they underaiand this proceas’
of crealing an opera and 1hey are
caxed “aul of their shells or their
everyday world,”

ERA: G rade-écil{rol Students Sing Its Praises
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“Muskrat Lullaby™ composer Edward Bafnes coaxes the studénis 1o sang with more enthusiasm.

S5 al helps that “Muskeat Lulla-
by, which s baged on Lhe book
“Mama Don's Allow™ by Thacher
Hurd. is set in a swamp. The plol 18
simple: A singing group consteting
af Miles the Muskreat and three
ather animals (played by members
of LA Opera's resident company |
goed e the swamp to praclice.
They are nearly eaten by a gang af
alligators, but they sing them-
gelves to safely by crooning a
lultaby and putling the “gators Lo
sleep.

There's a moral, of course: “The
siNEing group uses music and coop-
eration o gel themselves oul of
thas predicament,’” Crain said

The siwudemt performers say

they've been learning that along
Lthe way. Fourth-grader and alliga-
tor Claudia Marrequin =aid she
ltked working with her classmaies,
bui ghe added that il's diffizull an
iimes because “some people don't
listen, and they screw it up.”

he “Muskrat Lullaby” program,

started in March. ts the brain.
child of general director Peter
Hemmings., who ran a simalar proj-
ect when he led Scotlish Opera
The program 13 hnaneed by gov-
ernment agencies and privale
foundations and costs gbout §2.300
per school. with the schood chip-
ping in $800. By the ond of this
month, "Muskral Lullaby™ wilk

have (raveled fo 29 schools iy the
COUTLY

The opera company & 50 pleased
wilh the way Lhe program has gone
Lthat it 1% developing a s&milar
program for junior high and high
semools, Crain said

Omn performance day al Grand
Yiew, []1 people {rom the opera
campany took part. including Lhe
singera and technical crew, They
brought costumes, @ few props,
conga drums. slide whistles and
ather Instruments, The blg star,
from the children’s standpont, was
bags-paritone Richard Bernstein,
who played the rale af the alligator
boss, deesged n top hat, black
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coatlat: with green jewels and

metaliie green pants.

The awdicnee of aboul 200 siu-

he student alligators and muak -

rals seemed dazzled by the
ghow ¢ven as they were in it
ACCOmpanying composer Barnes
on keybdards and Filzgerald on
druma, the sounds of the children's
percussion band —the boing of the
spring, thunk of the garbage can,
Hektock of the aluminum cans and
pock of the canning jar lops—were
amazingly meksdic,

Barnes said he was delighted at
the way the youngsters shed their
shyness as the 20-minute perform-
ance progressed. “They learn the
walue of being a ham on stage,” he
said

dents: firglt whooped and giggled
bl were spon entranced. The alli-
golors popped up out of character
occasionally and the band missed a
few beats, but they were glven a
chares of braves.

"It was Tun,” sald a Breathless
Laura Farahal, 9, who dressed for
her part in apple-green turtleneck
and slretch pants,

The performance is over now,
bul it's nad the finale of “Lullaby”
yel Waiting back in the clasroom,
zald Richards and other teachers,
are scence experiments on Lhe
sounds of liquid-filled jars, assign-
MmEnLe Lo wrile reports on muskeats
and other animals=and tapes of
Puesini.



