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The siage in the astembly foom
an ilse Castelar Elementary School
i Chinatoen was alive with hun-
pry alligalors

Thew gn:‘l'i.lll;'d Lheeir fectly they
waved their amms. “Very 1astelul,
such n treal,” they sang, whike teer
infended dinmer = o muskeal, n
bardl, & spader amd o poagl — quanibed
fearfidly.

Then Blales the RMugkran sang n
lisTlabw, The athers il:llr'IIH]E in, .:m..!:
I e your cosald say “gaping e
the msenacing alligatoas all bad (&bl
Fai] :1-!.1.(\'[!_ A ool of cochanted
fourth- thirough cighth-gradcrs
breanherd @ litile maone cassly,

I'hee first epera conmissizngl by
the Music Center Opern Company
kias been making the rounds this
mlh. -l_'ll"lll'ul.‘“il.'ﬂ”:l fll"i'll.'h.l al
PVCTY SO0 SAEC IS PICmecre on
Sanch 5,

lis mame is A Bluskiat Lal-
Labwy,™ wilh worgds @l TaLsic I'.:,'
Fabaard Barses, 11 has Been com-
ol mon e wour wsusl operane
farst-nighters, but for scholchils
dren, for thoie phessuare, and thoar
participatnk, as well

Barncs, who also functions as
marrator and, sl the ano asd chec-
wonic keyboard, a8 hall tks accam-
panying orchestra (peaoussionis
John Fitrgerald is the other half),
drew hiet neeg Toom Thacher Hund's
Beloved children’™s book “Mama
1om'L Albaw.™

A former composition student of
Vineent Persicheti an Manhaman's
Junllzard School amd of Peler Max-
well Davies at London®s Roval
Academy, Barmes meade his Tirsl
confact with the Music Center
Oipera a year ago. Thai's when
Peter Hemmings asked him 1o
compeose @ fanfare for the opemng:
might performance of “La Bo-

e, ;
1 don’t make a specially of coay

posing For children,™ Barnes said
during m hreak n Maonday's dress
rehearial, “Hut | acioally don’l soc
oo mch dilference beiween chil-
drent music and writing lor
grown-ups, Il anyvihing, the very
[act 1kt chaldeen havven’t set had &
doe of prown-ups’ p1l.'jl.|l:||l.4.'
makes i1 casicr W wrate for themy
wery Moeely.”

The music For ““Buskran Lul-
laty™ beart hin out, While nobody
will confuse this seore with, Lay,
Wapgner's " Tristan wnal Lselde,”
there 18 8 piee sensc of vamcly i
this M-minube pacce, inclsding an
impressive stylistie sweep from rap
vir Bachmaninall, that kepd Mon-
days Tull Towse of 10. 19 12-vear-
il erihmled andd amesed

Port of that audience had been
preseed o nseee aclive rales do-
ing e P mnnlhs of proparstaon
vhatspreceded the nclual perfors

ey
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“Dactually don't see too much difference
between children’s music and writing for
grown-ups. If m:_rffu'.rajr. the very fact that

children haven't yet ha

a dose of grown-ups’

prejudice makes it easier to write for them
very freely.”

marce. [n all, the peoce calls for live
professional singers: Gineg Fedder-
lew, iecently in the Musse Center
Cwpera’s “Faliall™ and now sl as
the mwmskran; Drale Wend<l; Sie-
phanie Viahos and Wayne Shep-
peered as his pals; ared Bschand Berm-
giein at the evil boss ol the
alliggiors. Bul Barnes has also lehi
sonse big open kales for audience
[REr P M.

Al ope poinl. the muskmat and
has Frieends have gone off to find a
rehearsal space For their Singing 2oL
Mavise the public library? “ Mol
lvere, we're reading,” came the
massive shawl Froms ol in the dar-
kencd audnarium. 1he boading al-
ley™ “Moat heve, we're bowling!™
canse ansiher answering shout.
"Take ihal mwsic 16 s S9EHp.
anather charal group yelled, which
1% how Guie B0 PGCS CAMIC W AgRsnsl
the hungry Allipaiar Ciang.

Amid ot ihe end, when the sing-
ors have returmed from their vic-
toay cver e Alligator Cinng. the
sik-Trons ..:I:.n.-l Li%. |-.':|-|.I|.'|T:||*-:| bl

== Edwin Barnes
compesar and lyrigist

ers bath, joaned in on thear tnuans-
al woiip.

T'hfn aII_'I'E'.:'.h_lslv. ral Lullaby™ wall be
aiaged ot 15 Lox Angeles arca o
neentary schooks dunng s men. 18
continues through Thissday at the
Caballe School in San Pedng and
e Bussell School downlown and
resumes again for a week in md-
May.

{The opera’s bl performance al
2 San Fernando Walley schood was
Tuesaday at Giledhull Serect Schiool
in Sepulveda. s next performance
in the area will be Moy 14 p1 Won-
derland Avenue School in Laurel
Camven, Mote, however, that 1hite
i fonmances org open anly 10 slu-
dents ot the particular schools and
e i Lhe gemeral rabshic.)

Uncler the direciion of Music
Cemter Opera cducation coordinag-
tor Llesellyn Crann, each sehsod
was supplicd with a complete bro-
chiure, deeribing the opera and
oullining sugposted relzied study
wegics. Arddl each schonl, af course,
Jiad workeld up us own chorus o

, 3

Aligator Gang suimeunds A Muskral Lullaby™ creator Edward Barras ab Castelar Elementary School

alligatoss, geaders and bawlers.

“all ol the schools sct their kids
1o work making thear own alligator
masks and other props for gheir
perfprmances,” Cran said, *In ad-
dition, mast of the schools had
teacher: who could give the chls
drem a linle background on opera.
At at least one schosd | know of, the
sciemce teacher put together a
whole course abaut alligntors,
muskrats and other swamp ani-
naals.”

in all. by comsersative ethimale,
close 1o 1B Los Angeles schoid-
children will undergo melanor.
phosis Lhis scason inlg muskrals
cating alligaiors, with 1 50F green
alligator masks as prosd.

[ was perfosmance Lime al Cas.
telar, and the well-behaved juvenile
harde eramimed dsell into every
squaane inch of feor space, Dogens
ol the children proudly sponed the
green alligator masks they had
made in the past Tew weeks, Cthers
wavesl mankebelivve timbounnes,
paper plates glued together withi
frimges that undufated colacfully
but, prase be, salenly.,

“rood allernoon, boys and
gi:ll'.." called the untiappable Crnen
“Towlay we'oz all going 1o sc¢ an
oA, Can anvame el me what an
opera 1’

“It's a ploy.” canse a visice fram
i Froat

“Yes, il's & plav, bul there™s
somwlhing differeny, Whae can 1l
mie whial’s delferent™

“There™s sangang™!" chorsad the
Crnaad

Aol there conamls was g 5
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